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Synopsis

Here, from Jay Dobyns, the first federal agent to infiltrate the inner circle of the outlaw Hells Angels
Motorcycle Club, is the inside story of the twenty-one-month operation that almost cost him his
family, his sanity, and his life.Getting shot in the chest as a rookie agent, bartering for machine
guns, throttling down the highway at 100 mph, and responding to a full-scale, bloody riot between
the Hells Angels and their rivals, the Mongolséa “these are just a few of the high-adrenaline
experiences Dobyns recounts in this action-packed, hard-to-imagine-but-true story.Dobyns leaves
no stone of his harrowing journey unturned. At runs and clubhouses, between rides and riots,
Dobyns befriends bad-ass bikers, meth-fueled & ceold ladies,a « gun fetishists, psycho-killer
ex-cons, and even some of the & ceFilthy Fewa «a “the elite of the Hells Angels whoa ™ve
committed extreme violence on behalf of their club. Eventually, at parties staged behind heavily
armed security, he meets legendary club members such as Chuck Zito, Johnny Angel, and the
godfather of all bikers, Ralph & ceSonnya « Barger. To blend in with them, he gets full-arm ink; to win
their respect, he vows to prove himself a stone-cold killer.Hardest of all is leading a double life,
which has him torn between his devotion to his wife and children, and his pledge to become the first
federal agent ever to be a cefully patcheda « into the Angelsa ™ near-impregnable ranks. His act is
so convincing that he comes within a hairsbreadth of losing himself. Eventually, he realizes that just
as heéd ™s been infiltrating the Hells Angels, theya ™ ve been infiltrating him. And just as theya ™re
not all bad, hea ™s not all good.Reminiscent of Donnie Brascoa ™s uncovering of the true Mafia,
this is an eye-opening portrait of the world of bikersa “the most in-depth since Hunter

Thompsona ™s seminal worka “one that fully describes the seductive lure criminal camaraderie has
for men who would otherwise be powerless outsiders. Here is all the nihilism, hate, and intimidation,
but also the freedoma “and, yes, brotherhooda “of the only truly American form of organized crime.

--This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

| remember thinking, years ago, when | first heard about this case, "Man, that'd make a heck of a
good book!" And it did.I'm not going to rehash the plot line, several of the other reviews have
covered that nicely. What | will say is that the book holds your attention through every page, only
slowing down as you realize that the case is coming to an end. | read the whole thing during one
Saturday spent waiting for my daughter to finish her dance lessons - it is that interesting a
book.What always amazes me in these true stories (I'm in the middle of reading William Queen’s
Under and Alone) is how these hyper-paranoid outlaws are repeatedly infiltrated by guys who,
essentially, just show up and hang around. If | were looking to setup an OMC (outlaw motorcycle
club) I'd have a hard-rule: you must commit a serious felony in our presence - one arranged by the
club. They’'d still get infiltrated, it'd just be a little harder.And another point it's not always clear to me
is what exactly the 81’s are doing that amounts to serious big time crime. | understand that they’re
violent, use drugs, work hard at being social outcasts, etc., but in this story, most of the crimes
depicted amount to selling one or two guns at a time, some drugs and random acts of violence.
After having read of the massive and profitable drug operations mounted by the Hells Angels’

Canadian chapters I'd expected some of that here.

Captivating from the first page, NO ANGEL thrusts the reader into the inner world of the outlaw
motorcycle gang, the Hells Angels. This is the story of an obsessed man, who with the all-or-nothing
mentality in his makeup becomes the first undercover law enforcement agent to penetrate this
notorious group.The story is conveyed with brutal honesty. Jay Dobyns, using the alias "Bird" relies
not only on his memories of the two year ATF case known as "Black Biscuit," but also on
surveillance tapes and transcripts. They help provide detailed dialog between the operatives and
their suspects. He puts you in the dark rooms, smoke-filled clubhouses, beer-soaked bars and inky
tattoo parlors as you witness his transformation from a sandy-haired football star and all-American
dad to a scary looking dude with a braided goatee. He becomes Bird.He also becomes a patched

Hells Angel, sacrificing everything dear to him in the process: his family, his friends, and nearly his



soul. In a moment, however, just before the case shuts down, he experiences a revelation. It's not
merely about the good and evil among the Hells Angels or in himself, it was the basic understanding
this "brotherhood" was "nothing more than a support group for misunderstood loners held together
by hate and money." Immersed in this HATE for so long, he ultimately casts it aside for everything
he LOVES, and expresses this personal epiphany with tremendous humility. In spite of a
disappointing outcome for Black Biscuit and his exposure as an undercover agent, this makes Jay a
hero, and makes NO ANGEL a story worth reading.There are many characters on both sides of the
law and a slew of unfamiliar terminology and acronyms, but photos, glossaries maps and lists are
provided to guide the reader. Very well done.
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